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Zocti Dubinslcy 



800 Rally for 



GM Food Protocol 



BY ÜACH [JUBINSKY 



T hey were calling il the Brawl in 
Montréal. Following December's 
Battle in Seattle, it would usher in a 
new era of public protest and activism that 
North America hadn't seen since the sixties. 

Instead, last Saturday’s peaceful rally 
brought together 800 concerned citizens 
of all stripes and colours. Young children 
held hands with senior citizens and 
braved windchill temperatures of minus 
30 on a march from I’QAM to a United 
Nations office on downtown University 
Avenue. They carries signs reading "Stop 
Genetic Pollution" and called out for 
“biosafety now." 

"Genetically modified organisms pres- 
ent a potential danger for biodiversity and 
human health," said a s|X)kes|ieison for 
Biotech Action Montreal, one of the groups 
that organized the rally. "They could cause 
irreversible damage." 

The rallyers weren't even there to 
protest. They were out to support a pro- 
posed biosafety protocol currently under 
negotiation at the Montreal headquarters 
of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization. The protocol would put in 
place regulations to immediately stop trade 
in genetically modified foods if any addi- 
tional scientific evidence of their threat to 
human health and environmental safety 
surfaced, the BAM s|iokesperson said. 

So far the protocol has received the 
support of 130 of the 135 countries that are 
negoiating it. The five dissenters - Canada, 
Argentina, Chile, Australia, and Uruguay - 
hope to derail negotiations and move all 
GM food considerations to the World Trade 
Organization, the spokesperson said. 

"The Miami group, for which the 
Canadian government is the spokesperson, 
wants to submit the question to commer- 
cial interests such as the WTO, which isn’t 
qualified to deal with questions of biodiver- 



sity and human health," he said. 

The Miami group is supported by the 
United States, which doesn't have a vote in 
the proceedings because of its failure to 
pass the 1992 Rio Convention on 
Biodiversity but nevertheless has exerted 
tremendous pressure on voting nations. 

Louise Gale is a political advisor with 
Greenpeace, another of the event's organ- 
izers. She felt that despite the resistance of 
the Miami group, some kind of protocol 
will be passed before Saturday, when 
negotiations end. 

"The public is watching them, and 
they are very conscious of this," Gale said. 
"The Miami group said there had to be 
compromises. Something must hap|xm 
over the next days. 

"There's a lot of goodwill, a lot of 
commitment to get a protocol. The ques- 
tion is what kind of protocol and 
whether its going to be with or without 
the Miami group." 

Gale added that political pressure 
would likely com|>el the group of countries 
to sign on to a protocol. “If the Miami 
group's not going to play ball, there's going 
to be some evry embarrassed countries 
going home being responsible politically.” 

The Council of Canadians, a citizens' 
lobby group with 100,000 members, also 
helped organize the rally. A spokesperson 
for the Council said the rally was the 
biggest demonstration of its kind in 
Canada. She called on the Canadian gov- 
ernment to "stop embarrassing us, and 
start working fort the environment 
instead of trade." 

Anne-Marie Urbain, a rally organizer 
from Biotech Action Montreal, felt that 
the rally affected delegates at the negoti- 
ations, who were staying at a hotel 
across the street. 

"We saw the delegates there at lunch. 
They saw us. According to a representative 
of an organization involved in the negoat- 



iations, we had an effect." Urbain said that 
die rally attracted people from Toronto, 
Ottawa, Quebec, and Boston. A much 
smaller group of rallyers gathered outside 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organization building on Monday and 
Tuesday to continue their efforts. 

Maude Barlow, national chaiqierson of 
the Council of Canadians, criticized 
Canada's failure to protect the environ- 
ment by agreeing to the protocol. 

"We're very disppointed in Canada’s 
position going into this," Barlow told The 
Daily in an interview. "They want the 
WTO to take precedence, they don’t want 
the precautionary principle, they want to 
force-feed the rest of the world with our 
genetically engineered foods which they 
have subsidized to the tune of millions 
and millions of dollars. We're an interna- 
tional embarrassment." 

Barlow referred to a poll commissioned 
by her organization that showed that 99 
per cent of Canadians think countries have 
the right to control imports of genetically 
engineered foods if they think GM foods are 
dangerous. “Public opnion is on our side 
and the government is going to have to 
hear that," she said. 

Negotiations on a biosafety protocol 
began after 135 countries signed the 
United Nations' 1992 Rio Convention on 
Biodiversity. A final document was sup- 
posed to be signed last year. The countries 
are those that produce the greatest amount 
of genetically modified products. They 
maintain that there is no scientific evi- 
dence that GM foods pose a threat to 
human health or the environment. 

The European Union and developing 
countries feel otherwise. They have pushed 
for the signing of a precautionary protocol 
that could put a moratorium on GM foods 
under certain conditions. The United States 
and the Miami group feel lliat a moratorium 
would represent a non-tariff barrier to trade. 
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Admin Pushes Private College 

SSMU exec suggests MCI is just a political "ploy" 



Cleghorn 

Damage 

Control 



By Ben Errett 

S enate will hear a motion at its meet- 
ing next Wednesday to condemn the 
senator responsible for leaking news 
of Royal Bank CEO John Cleghorn’s 
denied honorary doctorate to The Daily. 

Political Science professor Samuel 
Noumoff is making the motion together 
with Chemistry professor Patrick Farrell. 
The motion calls for "the most severe cen- 
sure against the person or persons" 
responsible for the violation of confiden- 
tiality. It also calls for Senate to "extend 
its most profound regret to any person 
who has been embarrassed by the viola- 
tion of our rules." 

Noumoff noted that it would lie nearly 
impossible to find the source of the leak. 

"Most people I've spoken to have 
absolutely no prejudgement as to where 
they think the leak came from," Noumoff 
said. “Even though |iersonalIy, I may 
agree that we should have o|ien discus- 
sions on this, as they do at Oxford where 
they turned Maggie Thatcher down [for 
an honorary degree in 19851, I live by 
these rules and I think the rules have to 
protect us." 

Principal Shapiro released a statement 
to the media on Monday afternoon echo- 
ing those of the motion, lie expressed 
regret at the revelation and praised 
Cleghorn. 

“John Cleghorn has been a tireless 
and unconditional supporter of McGill for 
many years," Shapiro said. “It is indeed 
hard to think of another alumnus who 
has contributed more to the faculty, st;iff, 
and students of this institution than he 
has. In my view, which I know is shared by 
many, many |ieople on campus, it is the 
University which would lie honoured by 
celebrating the achievements of such an 
exceptional human being." 
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by Jaime Kirzner-Roberts 

L ast weekend McGill Vice Principal 
(Academic) Luc Vinet praised the 
virtues of a proposed private college 
at McGill. 

Vinet spoke at a conference held by 
The Federation Etudiante Universitaire du 
Québec and tried to convince its members 
of the benefits that the private McGill 
College International could bring to the 
university. 

The pro|)osed MCI would provide an 
American-style liberal arts education to 
3,000 students here on McGill campus, and 
would cost upwards of $28,000 in tuition 
per year. Plans for the MCI have met with 
controversy from both McGill faculty and 



Comparing McGill's funding-per- 
student ratios to those at other universi- 
ties across Canada, Vinet argues that 
McGill is underfunded to the tune of 
ISO-million a year. 

“We are asking all sectors of the 
iwpulalion to reflect on this matter. We 
can't go on like this. Universities are 
int|X)rtant to us, we can always improve 
on efficiency, yes, but to think that the 
solution is to underfund McGill by 
$80-million. This is ludicrous." 

But Michael Conlon, national 
chairperson for the Canadian 
Federation of Students, docs not see the 
proposed MCI as an appropriate 
response to the financial problems at 
McGill. Instead, he sees the planned col- 



"Cuts to universities have hurt stu- 
dents,” he said. “Students now pay more, 
and get less. Debt loads are rising and the 
quality of education is in decline," he said. 



student groups who charge that the MCI . lege as a move towards creating an edu- 
represents a slippery slope towards a two- cational system that favours children of 
tiered education system. rich Canadians and international elites. 

Proponents of the college, including "The MCI is part of Principal 
Vinet, argue that government underfund- [Bernard] Shapiro's long tenn plan to pil- 
ing of t!«e public education system is mak- vatize McGill," Conlan argued. "Tins is 
ing it necessary for 
universities to look to . ^ 

other means of sccur- gC s[ 

ing resources. |§ % The MCI ÎS pc 

"The MCI comes n • • i rt > r , . , 

in a context where we Principal Bernard Shapiro: 
term plan to privatize McC 

revenue," said Vinet. 

"The general concept 

of the MCI is to see whether a private wing about undennining the public educati 
of McGill couldn't help generate revenue system. This is about giving a higher qu 
for the university." ity of education to those who are mi 

While Vinet admits that the MCI “is a privileged." 
concept that is generally quite vague, Conlan argues the funding cri 
dqxtnding on who you're talking to." lie should be addressed by pressuring the fi 

insists that the idea represents the will of eral and provincial governments 
McGill administrators to address the neg- restore the $7-billion in funding that I 
lcct that McGill faces at the hands of both been cut from university budgets in 
the provincial and federal governments. past five years. 




% §| The MCI is part of 
Principal Bernard Shapiro’s long 
term plan to privatize McGill 



about undennining the public education 
system. This is about giving a higher qual- 
ity of education to those who are more 
privileged." 

Conlan argues the funding crisis 
should be addressed by pressuring the fed- 
eral and provincial governments to 
restore the $7-billion in funding that has 
been cut from university budgets in the 
past five years. 



Vice-Principal Vittel: Pushing MCI plans. 



“The MCI does not address these 
issues. The MCI will represent an institu- 
tionalization of a two- 
■ tiered model of universi- 

ty education, in which 
Ot people without means to 
pay the unaffordable 

ong 

tuition rates will have to 
£& accc l’ t substandard levels 
"tS of education." 
r r SSMU VP Community 
and Government Wojtek 
Baraniak hopes that the MCI proposal will 
be a wakeup call to the federal and provin- 
cial governments, reminding them just 
how desperate universities now are to 
maintain funding levels. 

“You can imagine the education 
minister and the federal government 
scratching their heads and asking 'why is 
McGill proposing this?' and you can rest 
assured that U of M and laval are follow- 



ing the issue very closely as well,” 
Baraniak said. “The MCI could very well 
be a ploy to slap some sense in the heads 
of the government." 

Last December, a McGill 
administration committee set up 
to look into the possibilities of the 
MCI took their plan to the 
Faculty of Science, who voted in 
opposition to the continuation of 
research into the idea. 

TWo weeks ago, however, the 
Arts Faculty voted to give the 
committee the go-ahead to carry 
on their MCI investigations. 

Although Baraniak feels that 
the idea of the MCI raises some 
dangerous issues, he thinks that 
the decision of the arts faculty 
was a reasonable one. 
plans. “I am against the MCI alto- 
gether," he said. “But this is an 
idea worth exploring and discussing. We 
shouldn't be scared of new ideas. We 
shouldn't run from them. We should give 
people with a variety of opinions a chance 
to express their views.” 

Baraniak says that there are aspects of 
the MCI proposal that are interesting 
enough to warrant further research, lie is 
particularly intrigued by the MCl's pro- 
posed curriculum, which includes low stu- 
dent-professor ratios, more core courses, 
and mandatory internship programs, lie is 
also interested in knowing what ramifica- 
tions the potential college could have on 
McGill and the larger community. 

“You’re not just talking about McGill, 
but about Canada in general, and the 
entire makeup of our Salai Security net 
and the relationship between the govern- 
ment and academic institutions. And so 
from the academic standpoint, the MCI 
poses a fascinating debate.” 
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Anti-Coke Posters spotted 

An unidentified group of activists has 
plastered the McGill campus with flyers 
protesting the Cola Exclusivity Agreement 
that SSMU is currently negotiating with 
Coca-Cola. A flyer entitled “McGill Sold to 
Coke?" argues that the CBA would repre- 
sent “the ultimate step towards a Corporate 
University" (see poster Mow). The flyer 
also asks |ieople to protest the agreement 
by sending a message of protest to SSMU 
VP Operations Kevin McPhee. The flyers 
have been inserted in Zoom Media ad pan- 
els in Shatner, among other buildings. 
McPhee insists that the anti-CBA voice rep- 
resents only a handful of students and 
ignores the potential benefits that a deal 
with Coke could bring to McGill. "1 think 
it's a small group of students who are 
against the whole process and so they're 
going to work by any means |»ssible to see 
this fail," he said. "They aren’t going to tell 
students about the benefits of a cold bever- 
age agreement, all the good things we'll get 
in return for the small sacrifice we're mak- 
ing." -Jaime Sirzner-Roberts 

am/ Jon Bricker 

CRO TO Sl'BMIT Counter-Petition 
to Judici al Board 

The SSMU Judicial Board has made a 
formal request to SSMU Chief Returning 
Officer Paul Flicker to submit his counter 
petition, after the Students' Society submit- 
ted their allegations about his professional 
behaviour earlier this month. 

Flicker has refused to release the results 
of last November's SSMU referendum, 
charging that the constitutions of the 
Students' Society is full of errors and thus 



invalid. The SSMU counters that Flicker is 
acting outside of his role as CRO, and has 
no right to withhold the results of the vote. 

Flicker, who says he will file his count- 
er-|x:tition this Friday, is confident that the 
SSMU position is flawed. “The arguments 
contained in their brief are self-contradic- 
tory, and basically wijxr out their (SSMU's) 
position," he said. 

"There's four areas the Judicial Board 
will be dealing with,” Flicker explained. 
"First, they will have to decide whether, as 
CRO, I had the right to do what I did. 
Second, they will have to determine what 
level of discretion the CROs should have. 
The third thing is whether the constitution 
was or was not in effect in the first place, 
which it clearly wasn't, and fourth, what 
temporary validity will be granted by the 
board. After reading their (SSMU's) brief, 
in my opinion, that's the only question 
that's left to be discussed by the Board." 

Flicker expects thejudicial Board to mle 
in his favour on the first three issues. As for 
the fourth issue, he thinks the Board's rul- 
ing will depend on whether the Board has 
the guts to “stand up to Council." 

Flicker believes that thejudicial Board 
will reach a decision after the Reading 
Week. If the Board rules in SSMU's favour, 



Flicker will be forced to release the referen- 
dum results. If the Board sides with Flicker, 
the results for the SSMU could be disas- 
trous, as it would mean they have been 
operating without a valid constitution for 
some time. 

Both SSMU and Flicker contend that 
they have a strong case, and both ex|iect 
that the Judicial Board will side with them. 

-JKR 

Opt-Oits less than in Fall 

According to VP Operations Kevin 
McPhee, approximately 1,000 (around 7 
per cent) of McGill students opted out of 
the McGill Student Fund during the opt 
out period, which ended last week. This 
represents a direct loss to the SSMU of 
$.(8,000 and an indirect loss of an addi- 
tional $ 26 , 000 , since alumnae have 
pledged to match two thirds of all MSF 
monies collected by students. 

"The turnout was lower than last 
semester. I don't think we (SSMU) are 
happy or unhappy with the situation," said 
McPhee. "If people think they should opt 
out, they should opt out. I have no problem 
with that whatsoever" 

All students at McGill are automatically 



charged $38 dollars for tlie MSF, a fund 
approved by SSMU referendum last year. The 
MSF is used to improve libraries, renovate the 
Student Centre, and upgr.ide student bur- 
saries. If students do not want to pay towards 
the fund because of financial or philosophi- 
cal reasons, they arc able to opt out within 
llte first two weeks of each semester. -JKR 

Student union at l) or Ottawa 

ATTEMPTS TO EKEI7.E TUITION 

OTTAWA (CUP) - The Student 
Federation at the University of Ottawa 
(SFUO) is fighting to freeze tuition for next 
year. The Federation's board of directors 
recently passed a resolution that forces the 
undergraduate representative on the Board 
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of Governors, the university's highest 
financial decision-making body, to pres- 
sure administration into freezing tuition. 

The SFUO resolution included three 
separate motions. The first asks for a pub- 
lic report justifying tuition fee increases for 
the past five years at the University, the sec- 
ond calls for a public re|»rt justifying 
tuition fee increases for the next five years, 
and the third for a tuition fee freeze for the 
2000-2001 fiscal year. 

Those three motions will be presented 
at the next BoG meeting, March 20, when 
studentleaders anticipate a vote on whether 
or not to raise tuition fees for next year. 

-Matlkw Kaya/mi 
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Activist journalist warns against jumping on the brandwagon 



bv Zacii Dubinskv 

M arlboro Friday and Kraft Day are 
marked on Naonii Klein's calen- 
dar. Nike, Tommy llilfiger, Coca- 
Cola, and Starbucks are marked in her 
recently released black book. But according 
to Klein, society is experiencing the real 
marking. 

For four years Klein, an ex-columnist 
at The Toronto Star and fonner editor of 
This Magazine, Iuls been documenting and 
analyzing the advent of coqiorate brand- 
ing. The result is her recently published 
book about the rise of anti-corporate 
activism, ironically titled A'o logo. Vi'liat 
she discovered is shocking. 

“The astronomical growth in the 
wealth and cultural influence of multina- 
tional corporations over the last IS years 
can arguably lie traced back to a single, 
seemingly innocuous idea developed by 
management theorists in the mid- 1980s: 
that successful coqiorations must primari- 
ly produce brands, as opposed to products." 

Thus begins Klein's tale of how Tommy 
llilfiger divested itself of any actual cloth- 
ing production, how Coca-Cola came to 
monopolize drink distribution in public 
schools, and how children in those schools 
are made to watch 2 minutes of commer- 
cial advertising every day. 

The key, according to Klein, lies in the 
corporal ions' realization that they had to 
transcend producing and selling concrete 
things and instead cultivate abstract ideas. 
In short, to be successful they had to build 
up brands, which several companies have 
been doing for decades - think Aunt 
Jemima, Quaker Oats, Uncle Ben's rice - 
but which the rest started only recently. 

The marketing world finally caught 
on, says Klein, when cigarette manufactur- 
er Philip Morris Inc. purchased Kraft for six 
times the bxl company's value on paper. 
The reason? Kraft's near-universal brand 
recognition had inestimable value called 
"brand equity." 

Corporate T kanscendence 

Klein distinguishes between traditional 
advertising, which aims to infonn a con- 
sumer about a product and to distinguish 
it from other similar products, and brand- 
ing. 

"Advertising is about hawking a prod- 
uct. Branding, in its truest and most 
advanced incarnations, is about corporate 
transcendence," she writes in A'o logo. 

When corporations realized that the 
most important part of their business was 
no longer the production of things, but 
rather the transcending of things and the 
dissemination of ideas, they divested them- 
selves its much as |»ssible from actual pro- 
duction. Instead, they contracted out to 
suppliers in the Third World. 



After all, all jeans arc essentially the 
same. Tommy llilfiger knows this. The 
company manufactures nothing at all and 
commissions its products from Jockey 
(underwear), Oxford Industries (shirts), 
Stride Rite (shoes), and Pepe Jeans. Klein 
even discovered on trips to sweatshops in 
Asia that the same factory in China pro- 
duces both Nike and Adidas shoes. 

What differs, according to Klein, is the 



logo that gets slapped on those shoes, and 
what that logo means to the people who 
buy them. For Nike, the logo means much 
more than shoes. Klein quotes Nike CKO 
Phil Knight: the company's mission is to 
“enhance |ieoplc's lives through sjvorts and 
fitness." Similarly Roots doesn’t sell 
clothes, but a summer camp-wilderness 
experience. Swatch doesn’t sell watches; it 
sells time. Klein even cites marketing 
research that confinas the ability to brand 
sand, wheat, brick, concrete, and com grits. 

Not A Naîtrai Evolution 

The shift to the production of ideas 
brought profound consequences for the 
world - consequences which sparked the 
growing wave of anti-coqxirale activism 
that didn't exist when Klein was a 
University of Toronto student a decade ago. 

First, when companies started contract- 
ing out production to the Third World, 
multinationals were able to seek contracts 
from the lowest bidder, encouraging dehu- 
manizing working conditions in develop- 
ing countries. For this reason, Klein rejects 
the oft-pronounced notion that the Third 
World's woes are simply part of their evolu- 
tion to industrial societies. 



"I don't see it as a natural evolution 
from the industrial economy to the infor- 
mation age,” she said in an interview with 
The Daily. "It's a little more complicated 
than that because the kind of industrial- 
ization that we’re seeing in the developing 
world is a very different kind of industrial- 
ization than we have here because of the 
branding effect." 

In the developing world, she says, 



“they're not working for the companies - 
they're working for this maze of subcon- 
tractors, contractors that don't have the 
ability to negotiate directly with the people 
placing the orders who are really affecting 
their livelihoods. They can only negotiate 
with middlemen. 

"This is a very different kind of devel- 
opment. We're actually seeing countries go 
backwards because they’re being bid 
down." 

A second consequence of the brand rev- 
olution is that corporations have saturated 
every accessible corner of society in the 
name of branding. Klein |>oints out that 
the television show Dawson 's Creek, for 
example, is inundated with the brand of 
clothing label J. Crew. The show's charac- 
ters even appeared in a J. Crew catalogue. 
Rolling Stones lead singer Mick Jagger 
sports Tommy llilfiger clothing at concerts. 
Michael Jordan launched his own product 
line. Yves Saint-Laurent plastered its logo 
on Christmas lights along London’s famed 
Regent Street. Candy manufacturer Liberty 
Orchard threatened to close its factory in 
Cashmere, Washington, unless the town of 
2,500 agreed to change street names and 
signs to contain advertising for the corpo- 
ration. Children at 12,000 US schools 



watch 10 minutes of Channel One's news 
and ads every day. The list goes on and on. 
Just read her book. 

Ex-mallrat 

Klein's activism stems from her par- 
ents-American peace activists who came to 
Montreal to dodge the Vietnam draft. 
Klein's mother made politically controver- 



sial films about peace and feminism for the 
National Film Board. At first, none of this 
rubbed off on Klein. Indeed, she says "it 
worked in a kind of backwards way." 

“When I was in school, the way it 
affected me was to totally rebel against the 
activism of my family and the fact that they 
were so against the materialism of the 
school I was going to,” she explains. "1 
went to school with kids who were very well 
off, and [my parents] were sort of deter- 
mined to keep me from losing our family's 
values." 

"We used to have a lot of fights 
that used to centre on the Cavendish 
mall. Just huge fights and my father 
would be like, ‘Why? What do you do at 
the mall and why do you have to hang 
out there?' We used to fight a lot about 
that." 

In her book, Klein relates that as a 
child she was “distinctly unimpressed" by 
her parents' attempts to save her from 
"corruption." She would dream of eating 
fast food at McDonald’s and Burger King 
and conduct imaginary makeovers on her 
parents while they dragged her and her 
brother to sec the Canadian wilderness. 

But the trips to the Rockies eventually 
paid off. Klein, 29, describes herself now as 



an activist journalist, a far cry from the 
mallrat of high school. 

"Once I grew out of that stage, having 
ixrlitical parents made it my natural sec- 
ond nature to be more |X)litically involved. 
The idea of being an activist journalist is 
something I inherited from my mother, the 
idea that you don't have to be objective, 
that your work can be useful to move- 
ments." 

Her mother's feminism also influenced 
Klein's views on the identity politics of the 
eighties and early nineties. Klein feels that 
the iwlitics of identity, and feminism in 
particular, failed because it was obsessed 
"with change in representation as opjiosed 
to looking at structures of ownership." She 
doesn’t deny the ini|X)rtance of eliminat- 
ing racial, gender, and sexuality barriers. 
"I'm proud of the victories we won for bet- 
ter lighting on campus, more women fac- 
ulty members, and a less Eurocentric cur- 
riculum," Klein says. But she maintains 
that the movement was simply too obsessed 
with the media to notice the real battles 
that needed to lie fought. 

“Poverty wasn't an issue that came up 
much back then," she writes in A'o logo. 
"The basic demands of identity politics 
assumed an atmosphere of plenty. In the 
seventies and eighties, that plenty existed 
and women and non-whites were able to 
battle over how the collective |)ie would lie 
divided." 

And while these battles were taking 
place, Klein sais, coqiorations snuck in the 
back door and conquered all the public 
space they could get their hands on. But it 
wasn’t enough for coqiorations to brand 
mainstream music, art, and sports. Their 
insatiable hunger for new cultural space 
led coqiorations to supplant and then 
brand counter-culture and anti-culture, a 
process Klein calls "co-opting." She points 
out how the Body Shop co-opts anti-coqxi- 
rate activism by engaging in anti-coqio- 
rate marketing against Shell Oil. Many 
other companies do the same (Apple 
Computer's "Think different" campaign 
exemplifies the lot). 

"In fact, they've been doing this sort of 
anti-coqxiratc marketing now for at least 5 
years and there have been many aggressive 
attempts to co-opt this anti -coqiorate, anti- 
sweatshop stuff going on in the United 
States. I just think that it's proven to be 
tremendously ineffectual. There’s no sign 
that students arc buying it. What I see 
among student anti-sweatshop organizers 
is they just get harassed by Nike and in 
some ways they've liecome more militant, 
not less. Nike's pushed them to taking a 
more radical stance by trying to co-opt the 
movement." 

Tl)e Daily’s interview with Naonii 
Klein will be continued in Monday's 
issue. 




Naomi Klein says that advertising used to be about selling a product. But now "the product takes a back seat to the 
real product, the brand, and the selling of the brand act/ aired a component that can only be described as spiritual. " 





Walk Lightly and Carry a Translator I Talking Camels Invade the City! 



Ismaila Manga's earthy art is smooth and satisfying 



by Sari Long 

G aller)' Observatoire 4’s most recent 
artistic installation is an expression of 
modernism versus primalism and 
international eclecticism, showcasing the 
varied background of the artist Ismalla 
Manga. 

Running until February 26, this eccen- 
tric exhibit is definitely one to see. Not only 
is the art original and environmentally 
sound (all parts are recycled materials), but 
the creative use of the gallery space itself is 
innovative and fresh. 

Covering the floor of the studio itself arc 
intricate and beautiful patterns drawn in 
sand, wood chips, lava rock, «mmi 
and salt in a patchwork and 
circular motifs. Agate and 
jade eggs add dimension to 
the carefully laid designs 
and one false step could 
render these, incredible and 
fragile, a pile of rubble. 

Besides the natural land- 
scape, Manga has created 
some engaging canvas work 
to accompany the floor art. 

All canvas designs contain 
similar themes, painted or 
drawn, on a darkly-stained, 
wood-like background. 

Various Arabian and French 
cartography appear, as well 
as an inevitable tropical 
bird and flower. 

Su|ierficially, the paint- 
ings and sand creations are 
simple. They are aestheti- 
cally pleasing, but, upon 
closer inspection, it is evi- 
dent that there are many 
levels and influences that 
appear throughout Manga's 
work, liis three-way 
Arabian, Euro|iean and — 
African backgrounds all coa- 



Lcaming Curve 
DJ Rap 
(Sony) 

I just have one question to ask: What 
the hell happened to DJ Rap? 

Anyone who has ever listened to DJ Rap 
will know that she is not just another pret- 
ty face. She actually knows how to make 
some wicked jump-up jungle music. Well, 
on her new album learning Curi e , she 
seems to have forgotten her jun- 
gle upbringing and released, 
according to her bio, a "utopian 
hybrid of pop and electronica." 

The result of this amalgam is, for 
the most part, an aural disaster. . 

DJ Rap, nee Charissa Saverio, 
is a veteran of London's rave 
scene. In 1990 she starting mak- 
ing her own music and a couple 
years later she had formed her 
own record label, playing all the 
biggest clubs in Britain. At the 
beginning of her career she 
would pretend that she was a 
man in order to get gigs. She 
proved herself to be a good DJ, who just 
happened to be a woman. 



lesce in his art to produce an international- 
ly eclectic flavor and mystique. Though the 
traditional representations of African and 
Western art are generally very distinctive 
and contrasting, the artist has attempted to 
form his own language by mixing the 
opi»sing styles. The very nature of seman- 
tics tend to cause rifts between cultures, 
but, in an oflbeat and whimsical type of 
depiction, Manga has manipulated the 
words and native symbols into meaningful 
images. 

Not only has Ismaila Manga succeeded 
in bringing together opposite cultures, he 
has also managed to merge modem com- 
mercialism and native primitivism. For 






example, one composition depicts a broken 
ceramic tortoise, a cheap simple necklace, 
and a souvenir plastic Buddha placed pre- 
cariously and unexpectedly on top of cement 
bricks. This arrangement is resting on top of 
an aboriginal circular sawdust and soil pat- 
tern on the floor. The elements of cheap 
mass production embodied in the plastic 
icon and broken garden ornament contrast 
strikingly with the natural theme of the 
earthy floor pattern to create an interesting 
juxtaposition of old and new. 

/Vlong with these mentioned works, 
Manga's other work, which is shown in a 
book of articles at die gallery, is clearly of 
the same precocity and originality. 

— — — Aldiough there are 

only three works 
displayed currently 
at Observatoire 4, it 
is clear that Manga 
is a promising 
young artist estab- 
lishing himself on 
an international 
level through inno- 
vative style and 
symbolically oppos- 
ing themes. 



Metamorphoses 
by Ismaila Manga 
will be showing 
unlit February 26 
al Obserraloire 'I 
al 372 Sainle- 
Catherine St. IDs/, 
suite 326. Call 
866-5320. The 
galler)’ is open on 
Wednesday to 
Saturday from 
11:30 am to 5:30 
p.m. and admis- 
sion is free. 



An Ismaila Manga work 



Well, she must have bam paying atten- 
tion to the S|iice Girls "girl power" mantra 
lately, because Learning Curve seems to be 
almost completely about the fact that she is 
a woman. Song titles like "Bad Girl" (Oh 
you gotta be a bad girl/and you've gotta 
make waves /gotta be a bad girl to be 
heard) and “Ordinary Girl" only make me 
take her less seriously as an artist. 

True, this is her first attempt at writing 
songs with words and it is a junglist's 




attempt at a semi-pop record, so I should 
cut her some slack, but Learning Curve is 



CD Reviews 



boring as hell. I really don't know what 
would be the pro|ier occasion to listen to 
this album. It's too slow to dance to and 
not nearly good enough to 
listen to while relaxing. 

That said, there are 
actually some aspects of this 
album that I did like. 

"Stories From Around The 
World," which features 
Indian classical vocals, and 
"Changes" are both 
smooth, chill jungle tracks 
that are done really well. 

Other than that, the jun- 
gle elements are few and far 
between. I must also admit 
that DJ Rap’s vocals are 
pretty sexy and Simon 
Stewart’s guitar parts are 
solid. Other than that, there 
are not too many reasons to 
recommend this album. Oh, yeah, there is 
one other reason. As one can see by the 
front cover, DJ Rap is really attractive, so 
you might want to buy it just for the pic- 
ture. 

-Josh Kirshenblat 



New Theatre Production company breaks into Montreal scene 

by I Ioixy Gauti il f.k - Frankel the mainstream of English theatre." 

It is also interesting to note that 

A new English theatre production com- although both are McGill students, the 

pany has started right here in the two have taken an alternate route to get- 

cozy enclave of McGill, and it is ting where they want to lie within the 

preparing to unleash its newness in a cozy Montreal theatre community. They have 

ghetto coffeehouse we all know and love sought help from the Quebec Drama 

on February 1st. Federation, an organization that is in a 

Charles Roy and David Gal|iem are two position to help young theatre compa- 

McGill students who, as roommates a few nies, but that does not seem to be widely 

years ago, decided to start up a theatre known within McGill's own theatrical 

company, which they called Talking Camel community. 



A new English theatre production com- 
pany has started right here in the 
cozy enclave of McGill, and it is 
preparing to unleash its newness in a cozy 
ghetto coffeehouse we all know and love 
on February 1st. 

Charles Roy and David Gal|icm are two 
McGill students who, as roommates a few 
years ago, decided to start up a theatre 
company, which they called Talking Camel 
Productions. Having used this name — 
last year in association with the 
Savoy Society’s production of II.M.S. 
Pinafore (which Galpem directed), 
the two talents decided to take the 
plunge into producing their own 
inde|icndcnt shows. 

This year will be their fust solo 
effort, and though the choice to 
undertake Irish playwright Frank 
McGinnis’ successful play Someone 
Who'll Which Over Me may seem 
overwhelming, these guys are eager 
and ready to go. 

With Roy in the director's chair 
and Gal|iem performing in one of the 
roles, the pride and excitement generated 
by two friends working madly on a produc- 
tion is refreshing to see. Gal|iern speaks of 
Roy's directorial abilities with the highest 
of compliments, printing out his "organi- 
zation and the phenomenal dramaturgy 
work" that he has put into researching 
some of the obscurities within Someone 
who'll watch over me. 

Set in a lelxuiese prison, the play 
revolves around three main characters 
who arc chained to the floor and who must 
learn to deal with their situation. It will be 
staged at the Yellow Door, a venue known 
for its homely atmosphere and folk-friend- 
ly musical evenings. This seems a fitting 
choice for the duo, who both want to pro- 
vide Montreal's young English-speaking 
actors with opportunities to lie seen in 
"alternative venues that don’t confonn to 



Absolutely the Best 
The Zombies 
(True North) 




Men In Black ? No it's the Talking Camels 

These brave steps have brought the 
boys to the final grueling rehearsal stages 
of the show and closer to ojxîning night, 
which I ant greatly looking forward to. 
Their enthusiasm, passion, and curiosity 
have raised the possibility of doing serial- 
ized radio plays on CKUT and there is even 
talk of presenting art shows. 

If this kind of approach to |ierfonnance 
cannot bring light into our dwindling 
English-theatre community, then I will 
crawl back under my cynical rock and 
hold my tongue forever. But I have a feel- 
ing these Talking Camels might certainly 
win me over! 

the show runs February 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd, and again on February 8th, 
9th, and 10th. at 7:30 at the Yellow 
Door on Aylmer. Tickets are 5S 




If in 2030 you arc going to be the first 
to buy Absolutely the Best of Oasis then 
this is an album for you. 

The Zombies walked into the US in the 
60s through the door left o|icn by The 
Beatles. They topped the charts a few 



times, but only became hugely popular 
after they disbanded. Their number one hit 
‘Time of the Season" is played daily on all 
oldies stations even though, as this com- 
pilation shows, they wrote many more 
interesting songs. They sound like The 
Beach Boys, The Rolling Stones, and The 
Beatles all rolled into one. 

What this means today, and why we 
should be excited about a "best of" 
album from a secondary 60s pop group, 
is unclear. There arc really only three 
reasons to buy this album: 

1. You need some catchy retro tunes 
with some good organ riffs for a student 
film, but you can’t afford the rights to 
any of the bigger bands. 

2. You are a rabid fan of all things 
British and 60s. You own all the albums of 
The Beatles and The Rolling Stones, and 
when you close your eyes at night you see 
John's face singing “She loves you, yah, 

yah, yah." 

3. You arc an old fashioned kind of guy 
and your gal has just left you. You need 
some sensitive, pseudo-Motown pop to 
sooth your aching heart and send you 
dancing through the kitchen. 

-AlexAylett 
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Your forum for all the latest campus scoops 



As if things weren't crazy enough up 
at SSMU this week; word is that little 
Kevin McPhee was called into the 
Tisch's office for a spanking after a 
quote of his appeared in The Daily last 
week. It gives us great pleasure to repeat 
the offending quote: “[Student groups 
opposing the Coke deal] aren't going to 
tell students about all the benefits we'll 
get in return for the small sacrifice we're 
making .... Instead, they're going to 
focus on, oh, violation of human rights, 
blah blah blah blah.” Slibel didn't 
see anything wrong with the quote, up 
until the final "blah." That just put it 
over the top. Really now Kev, surely you 
can do better than that... .Word is that 
Tara van Zuiden, student representa- 
tive on the Honorary Degrees 
Committee, went ballistic on Monday 
after seeing a friend reading the embar- 
rasing Cleghorn scoop in everyone's 
favourite campus paper. She ran up to 
the friend, grabbed The Daily, and 
screamed "Bastards! Bastards! 
Bastards!" while waving it violently in 
the air. There were two authors of the 
Cleghorn story, so we're still looking for 
the third bastard. If anyone knows any- 



thing about this mysterious Third 
Bastard, please report to The Daily 
office immediately....Don't give up yet 
gentle reader, but we must now 
announce this week's slate of SSMU 
wannabe’s. Jeremy Farrell has started 
planning his run for VP Community and 
Government Affairs... .Follow up on the 
Dion-TYirp steclcage match from last 
week - an unreliable source tells us the 
two MPs were doing shots together at the 
Bifteck after their showdown at McGill. 
We also hear that les boys were spotted 
playing Connect Four at Grano soon 
afterwards. Slibel encourages all readers 
to avoid all checkers-related board 
games while intoxicated. We prefer 
Castle RisL.Finally, Slibel gives a big 
kudos to other campus media outlets. It 
was big of you to give credit to The 
National Post for breaking the 
Cleghorn story. 

Got titty gossip llxtl simply shouldn't 
be kepi secret. ? Of course you do! Email 
Slibel tilslibeljander@bolmail.eom. We 
puanmtee )vur anonymity, and your 
tiens trill be reported in the first section 
SSMUers mid in their faiourite campus 
neuspaper. 



years. The Daily 
reported that the fac- 
ulties had all received 
a copy of Planning for a Smaller 
University, an internal university report 
which asked the deans to "consider the 
consolidation or elimination of some 
units or programs as a possible strategy tp 
maintain quality' with a smaller staff.” 
The report recommended using attrition 
to cut back on the number of university 
professors and administrative staff, but did 
not rule out layoffs. 



money comprising half 
\ the proceeds of the 

m \ provincial sales tax and 
moniescollectedfroma 
Jr —4 tax on hydraulic 

' _ , J resources. Chancellor 

-r Powell exclaimed, "I 

i -çffjygS 11111 delighted with 

today's press nqwrts of 
the government's inten- 
tion to make such generous grants to univer- 
sities. They certainly need financial help.” 



aremves 



/ r\ years ago: Dr. F. Cyril James, 

I m )l ,r ‘ nc ‘P a * °f McGill 
Y J \J University, urged a closer link 
between industry and academia in order to 
buttress Canada's war efforts. Pointing to 
the university’s pulp and paper institute as 
an example, James stated that "research has 
much to offer to many of our outstanding 
Canadian industries." lie continued, "It 
may not be out of place to suggest that there 
are may other problems in the field of busi- 
ness and economic life toward the solution 
of which co-ordinated reseach might make 
valuable contributions." 



J years ago: The provincial gov- 
/I I lemment announced that 
J. Yy McGill's annual grant would 
be increased by nearly $2.5-million, The 
Daily reported. The extra funds would come 
from the Quebec education fund, a pool of 




On Crack: Andrew Tischler, 
Xavier Van Chau, and Tara van 
Zuiden. Hey, I know, let's go and intimi- 
date those wacky kids at The Daily! That 
will definitely reduce the newsworthiness 
of this whole Royal Bank-Cleghorn 



thing! Just a tip for next time guys - 
maybe it’d be better to send the Kevster. 
His whole "human rights, blah, blah, 
blah, blah" shtick is the only thing that 
really scares us. 

On Track; The National Post, La 
Presse, The Report on Business. The 
Gazette, The Canadian Press. For rec- 
ognizing a good story when they see one. 
Also, "other media sources" who threw 
something together (cough cough). Good 
work, kids! 



\ NATO’s Actions Were Justified 
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BY Omar Siddiqui 

M aybe it's just me, but I am finding 
it difficult to sec the connection Tal 
Pinchevsky (“The Truth about 
Slavs and Dogs,” January 10) would have 
us draw between the NATO bombing cam- 
paign against Serbia and the concept of 
crimes against humanity. After citing three 
basic types of charges NATO is accused of, 
he cites Steven Tortsi who argues that NATO 
bombing Serbia was in fact an act defined 
by the issue of "integration." 

To begin, I would just say that if mass 
rape, killings, forced expulsion, and geno- 
cide fall into the category of being "against 



integration" then Serbia is indeed against 
integration. And in tliis respect NATO is 
guilty of only one tiling - not involving the 
entire human race as soldiers and pilots in 
its campaign against Serbia. When the 
world failed Bosnia, 60,000 women were 
systematically raped by Serbian forces. Over 

200.000 people died at their hands, roughly 

10.000 of which were children. There is no 
need for the so-called "western propaganda 
machine” to demonize the Serbian military 
- their actions speak louder than any prop- 
aganda. And people around the world cried 
for justice while diplomats and politicians 
wavered as Serbia broke truce after truce, 
cease-fire after cease-fire. 

The lesson was clear, Milosevic and his 
goons could never be trusted. And then 
Kosovo was in flames. As of April 9, 1999, 
the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees estimated that 700,000 ethnic 



Albanians had been displaced, and 3,200 
were dead as a result of executions by 
Serbian forces. Pinchevsky, in his article, 
tells us that these stats are "negated by the 
facts that the conflict surrounding Kosovo 
is entirely internal and that Yugoslavia is 
essentially a developing country being 
attacked by 19 different countries.” Despite 
a massive lack of clarity on his part 1 can 
only say I am sure Hitler and his support- 
ers would have called Auschwitz “an 
entirely internal matter." 

What gets me the most, however, is this 
massive movement on the part of large 
segments of our student body to view the 
actions of NATO as “unacceptable" or “rep- 
rehensible" or whatever. At the same time 
they should stare all their grandfathers in 
the face and tell them that the freedom we 
have now was based on the war crimes they 
committed liberating the concentration 



camps of Nazi Germany. 

We do not live in a jierfect world. 
Mass rape, genocide, ethnic cleansing are 
becoming instruments of governments 
foreign policy. And it would be nice if we 
could sit back and place the world lead- 
ers in a boxing ring and let them go at it 
to the death (my money would be on 
Saddam all the way!). But the fact of the 
matter is we don’t. And when nations are 
bombed I agree we must analyze each 
case contextually and scientifically, but I 
believe one principle remains. The 
oppressed must be liberated. The bomb- 
ing of Belgrade was a necessary to the 
liberation of Kosovo. If Pinchevsky is 
really upset about what hapjvened to 
Belgrade, then he should really turn his 
anger to the one who brought it upon his 
own |)coplc: Milosevic and his whole 
gang of cutthroats. 



Apathy Rally by Charming Roclman 
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Daiut Right to stand up to Threats 

This is a brief message to congratulate 
you on running the piece on "Foghom- 
Cleghom." It is not difficult to see when the 
elite's interests are at stake when our stu- 
dent "representatives" (read pawns) threat- 
en you not to run the piece. 

Such threats, I imagine, only strength- 
ened your resolve to run the piece. Good on 
you!! Perhaps an article is in store for how 
our SSMU president wishes to so blatantly 
disregard The Daily's responsibility to 
infonn the students of McGill. The blood- 
suckers of SSMU and their ilk thrive on the 
control of infonnation and power. 

In addition, I have a suspicion that 
SSMU and its merry' elves went around 
campus and stole this edition of The Daily. 
I had to search in four buildings before I 
discovered this copy. Pul it this way: if 
Tischler feels no qualms with telling you 
not to run this article, then it would not 
surprise me that he would go about and 
steal all the copies of this edition. 
Democracy is a play-tiling of the elite, not 
a tool to empower the weak. 

Durian Clark 

Visiting Student 

Political Science 

Daid Out of Touch 

Your editorial regarding the Clcghom 
incident leaves much to be desired. Mr. 
Cleghom is an accomplished, dedicated, 



A friend once asked me If I had ever tried 
aiding. I answered no. 

Surprised, he remarked that I was 
exactly the kind of plaid-clad hoser he 
expected to be a regular participant in the 
sport. I agreed. In fact, I told him that I reg- 
ularly curled with my numerous plaid- 
claid hoser friends (1 was bom in 
Bowmanville, Ontario). 

Doubly surprised, he asked why I’d lied. 
1 told him 1 hadn’t Being a loudmouth, 
beer-guzzling hick, 1 explained it like this: 
About 90 years ago, a Swiss linguist 
named Ferdinand de Saussure developed a 
theory of language that for the first time 
looked at language not Just as it evolved over 
time, but also as it existed at one time, 
specifically how a word relates to other 
words and how it relates to its own meaning. 

De Saussure observed that words have 
no necessary connection to their meaning, 
and that a horse Is a horse only because we 
say it is, while the French call it a cbeml, 
and in Spanish it’s a atballo. With few 
exceptions, there are no words that liavc any 
inherent meaning, or any meaning outside 
of what people assign to them and under- 
stand them to mean. (Think of the word 
pratchetaballian, which means absolutely 
nothing to you because 1 just invented it) 
One of the “logical" offshoots of de 



and successful individual who has devoted 
considerable effort at McGill to help this 
institution. Even though I have never met 
him, your comments about "students 
buried in debt" and "the unsympathetic, 
heartless man" are a reflection of your 
naive view of the real world. If I incur a debt 
I am exjiected to repay it. Try telling Hydro- 
Quebec or Revenue Canada that you dis- 
agree with their policies. 

The editorial board needs a course in 
Economics 101. You are exited to pay for 
products and services according to contrac- 
tual agreements. Your reference about the 
6,000 layoffs at the Royal Bank is only half 
the story. The world is in a state of flux. We 
all know about ATMs. Those machines are 
replacing people. The flip side of the story is 
that there are countless jobs that have been 
and are being created by companies that 
make, program, interface, service etc. these 
machines. 

While jobs arc lost in one sector, jobs 
are created in another. How many jobs are 
the web and e-commerce creating? Sooner 
or later jobs in other sectors will be lost. 

Have you not learned from the black- 
smith - evolving technologies put some 
positions in jeopardy? There are no guar- 
antees in life. 

The Daily’s comments about Andrew 
Tischler, SSMU president, are irresponsible. 
I truly doubt that the majority of students 
see it your way. Mr. Tischler has it right. 
Before accusing Mr. Tischler of not repre- 
senting “the thousands of students reduced 
kneeling, arms outstretched at the 
doorstqis (and mercy) of Bay Street," the 
editorial board should get it straight and 
refrain from such irresjionsible statements. 

You didn’t ask the students - send 
them all emails and solicit their opinions 
or set up a survey on the web. Do something 
constructive. Irresponsible criticism is not 
enough. This entire story would have been 
a non-event save for the breach of Senate 
confidentiality. Mr. Cleghom would not 



have received the honorary degree - case 
closed. The attack we have witnessed is 
based on the fact that Mr. Cleghom was 
nominated. This is absurd. He was nomi- 
nated - he was turned down. Period. The 
real story has nothing to do with the Royal 
Bank or Mr. Cleghom (who is on the Board 
of Governors of McGill). It should focus 
instead on who leaked the infonnation in 
violation of Senate rules. 

Frank Muccianli 

Associate Dean, Student Affairs 

Faculty of Engineering 

SSMU Preposterous 

I would just like to commmend the staff 
of The McGill Daily for their fortitude ("The 
Daily Should Not Run This," January 24). 
To think that the heads of SSMU, the very 
organization whose role it is to represent 
students, would stand in the way of free 
press, is preposterous. To Andrew tischler 
and company, may I remind you that The 
Daily is a STUDENT-run paper for STU- 
DENTS, not for your personal interests. 
Shame on you! To the staff of The Daily, 
thank you for serving your readers well and 
keep up the good work. 

Emile Arnzallag 

Freshman Science 

Some Things Better Lett Unsaid 

The only embarrassments that McGill 
feels in last issues's story on Senate are the 
inability of a senator to fulfill their duties 
and the actions of The Daily in printing it. 

The Daily pretends to say the reason 
that these articles were printed was to 
inform the McGill community of supposed 
actions of Senate. This forces me to wonder 
why then did you communicate it to the 
National Post before your paper hit the 
stands? Surely, your coverage would be suf- 



ficient to achieve your claims. Thus, clear- 
ly this was not your aim. 

Neither was the puqwsc of your articles 
to sway a vote or change any supposed 
action, but must have been simply to 
attempt to embarrass an alumnus and 
benefactor of the university. Any pretense of 
altruism or community service in this case 
seems to be merely used to cover up egotis- 
tic goals. There isn't any positive gain for 
the McGill community, but only for the 
Daily's writers where they have promoted 
themselves to national pa|iers on the back 
of a senator's weakness and at the exyiense 
of an alumnus of McGill. 

Mr. Ben Errett infonned me that in writ- 
ing alwut these issues, The Daily wasn’t 
doing anything wrong since it was some- 
body else who broke confidentiality. 
Conversely, 1 didn't create arsenic, but you 
don't sec me distributing it through the 
water system. The Daily's actions have done 
just this, and propagated a jwison to the 
McGill community and beyond. Mr. Erretl's 
weak logic doesn't absolve the Daily of the 
rcs|xmsibility that it must hold in the dam- 
age it peqTetratcd. It is further responsible 
for the promotion of a senator’s failure to 
resjiect their role, the possible estrangement 



of a benefactor of McGill at a time when the 
government is faltering in its commitment 
to education and ultimately detracting 
from the well-being of students at McGill. 

When we heard of your intention to 
write this story, Xavier Van Chau and I both 
attempted to warn you of these conse- 
quences and explain why you “should not 
run it," but it seems that these are unim- 
portant to your editorial board. I did learn 
one thing when I went to s|ieak with The 
Daily's writers: you claim to hold confiden- 
tiality with “sources" or any other confi- 
dential session of the editorial board as 
quasi-saercd matters. The fact that you 
printed these articles, and the treatment of 
this issue, show that in fact you have no 
problem with the breaking of trust; as long 
as it happens to somebody else. 
Unfortunately, your hypocrisy, oppor- 
tunism, and poor judgement in this matter 
has resulted in worsening the conditions 
for the people to whom you are most 
responsible: your readers. 

Andrew Tischler 

SSMU President 

U3 Political Science 



CAMPUS EYE by Pierre-Alain Parfond 




Demonstrators chase an RQIP van on Saturday during a protest against 
the fatal herding of fean-Pierre Uzotte, a homeless man, by Montreal police. 



Trust Me Not 



Saussure’s theory, which took the name 
structuralism, is that any linguiaic utter- 
ance can be called into question. Certainly, 
we all know what words are supposed to 
mean, but since that meaning is arbitrarily 
assigned by society, and since society is 
merely an ensemble of individuals, cannot 
individuals also assign meaning to words? 
After all, Shatesjxare did it - some 500 
times (jig, supercilious). So did Carl Jung 
(archetype), William Gibson (cyberspace), 
and Dan Quayle (potatoe). For the most 
part, these new words and meanings were 
readily adopted into the language. 

The possibility that anyone can make 
up new words, or append new meanings to 
existing words, creates a huge quandary 
(example: when "no new taxes” is altered 
to mean "30 per cent income tax 
increase"). How can we believe anything? If 
no can mean yes and yes can mean no, 
how can we ever take things at face value? 
How can we trust anyone? 

Fortunately, Zachsky has the solution to 
all your structuralist angst. Some people 
can't possibly be underhanded or sinister, 
and some reek of malicious deception. 1 
offer a sampling: 

• Dust your dentist when she or he tells 
you to floss. Why? Because flossing removes 
between 60 per cent and 70 per cent of the 



plaque from your teeth which, combined 
with brushing (30^40 per cent), gets rid of 
pretty much all your dental impurities. Sans 
plaque, you’re cavity- and gingivitis-free, 
and Dr. Dentist doesn’t have a job (provided 
you’re not conned into regular six-month 
checkups). Only a person with your best 
interests at heart - or a masochistic Marxist 
- would tell you, no, insist that you put 
them out of work. 

Merely Musing 




ZACHSKY 

If you still suspect self-interest, how 
much do you realty think your dentist has 
tnvèsted in shares of denial floss manu- 
facturers? Besides, if you're smart, you 
never have to payior the stuff — just put 
on that innocent, “I’m-a-poor-student" 
look, and you can land a couple football 
fields worth of the mint-flavoured wax- 
coated brand no sweat. 

• Don’t trust your dentist when she or 



he tells you to get your wisdom teeth 
pulled. I’m not saying they’re never right 
- God knows how much of a pain-in-the- 
moulh wisdom teeth can be. But you don’t 
need a dentist to tell you when your teeth 
hurt You’ll know. And until then, any- 
thing they say could very well be meant to 
fill the coffers of the dental surgeon who 
gels your business. 

My dentist told me six years ago that Id 
need my wisdom teeth pulled. Every time I 
unwillingly return to oral hygiene land, I’m 
reminded of the albatross I carry In the back 
reaches of my mouth. And every time I have 
to fudge the same answer "Ah....I haven’t 
had time to have them ouL" Doth is, noth- 
ing's happening back there. And I’m not the 
only one. Friends and acquaintances share 
similar experiences. 

• Don’t trust anyone when they tell you 
we are experiencing the longest post-war 
economic expansion and that it started 1 1 
years ago. The numbers tell a different story. 
Canada's real gross domestic product (GDP) 
declined from 1989 to 1992. Unemployment 
peaked at 11.2 per cent in 1992 and 1993. 
Even after adjustment for inflation, per capi- 
ta government spending on welfare in those 
years nearly doubled its 1980 levels. 
Corporate profils nosedived. In short,' we 
were in a recession. At least the numbers say 



so. And tliat was 1993. 1 count 7 years ago. 

So why the discrepancy? Why would 
anyone want lo whitewash such a period of 
economic misery? Or did It ever really exist’ 

On tills point I defer to activist journalist 
Naomi Klein, who thinks tliat "a lot of the 
hype of the recession was about justifying 
restructuring." She explains that the reces- 
sion in the early nineties marked the point 
of convergence of layoffs bom out of neces- 
sity and layoffs meant to improve a compa- 
ny’s bottom line. 

"When the original 'restructurings’ 
were Introduced, we understood that it was 
because companies were aboutto go bank - 1 & 
rupt," site told me. "Whereas now it’s just so 
that they can be competitive and they can 
be making record profils and laying people I ro 
off....If they would liave done that in die 
late eighties, there would have been much 
more of an uproar,” 

So the recession was really a scare tactic 
dial enabled corporations to better exploit 
their worker». Alt... Well, we can now add 
economists and big business to our list of 
people we shouldn’t trust 
As if I had to tell you that 
Are you shocked by die paucity of trust to 
'ems? That's only because dierc are so few 
people you atn put your faith in. I’m one of 
them, of course. TYustine. 
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Spring Break, 






Florida 

February 19-27, 2000 

a week of mega-bands, huge parties & 
spring breakinsanity- the MUCh MUSiCway. 

\ïïQjü 0(£^ 0Gb 

CertZ Pub, McGill University 
ENTER TO WIN -January 20th 
GRAND PRIZE DRAW- January 27th 

The Peel Pub, 

1107 rue Ste. Catherine ouest 

ENTER TO WIN -January 19th 
GRAND PRIZE DRAW- January 26th 

Here’s how you can book your own official SandJob 2000 Spring Break Trip! 

visit: 

TRAVEL CUTS 

ir* VOYAGES CAMPUS 

Call: Co Online: 



Trarri 

'Polaroid Break?"-?/ 
iJurs 



for now. Fonnr. 
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Want to write for the McGill 
Daily’s Culture Section ? 

Meetings are Fridays @ 3:30 pm in The Daily office 
Sexual Assault Centre of McGill Students’ Society 

Fire With Water 

Call for Submissions 

Fire with Water is a free, bilingual publication containing prose, 
poclry. and visual art pertaining to sexual assault 
Fire with Water acts as a forum for survivors of sexual assault and 
their supporters 

All submissions, French or Englislv, arc welcome 
Submissions can be dropped off 

• in the box in the foyer of the Shatncr Student Centre at 3480 
McTavish 

• in the box in the SACOMSS office in Rm. 5200 of the new 
Brown Student Services Centre at 36(H) McTavish 

• or mailed lo: SACOMSS, University Centre 

3480 McTavish, Montreal, PQ 
H3A 1X9 

• Deadline for Submissions is: 

FRIDAY, MARCH 3 rd , 2000 



Witchcraft at the Centaur 

The Crucible features fresh, local talent 



by J. Kelly Nestruck 

O ne thing that can definitely be said 
for Gordon McCall's production of 
Tbe Crucible currently playing at 
the Centaur Theatre is that it has had the 
effect of polarizing audiences. 

Critics have been loud and clear in 
their denouncing of the play as amateurish 
and bland, while word-of-mouth reviews 
have generally been quite good. At the 
performance I saw, some of the audience 
leapt to their feet at the end, while others 
yawned and made their way to the exit. 

The disparity between reactions was 
apparent at the owning night perform- 
ance. Most of the audience was offering a 
standing ovation when suddenly, a boom- 
ing voice interrupted the applause. The 
voice belonged to local director Gabor 
Zsigovics, who called the play the worst he 
had seen in 37 years and berated the audi- 
ence for enjoying it. 

I am pleased lo report that Mr. 
Zsigovics was incorrect in his assessment 
of the play. It is certainly not the best play 
that I have seen at the Centaur, but it is 
not as abysmal as reviews would suggest. 

The play deals with the Salem Witch 
trials of 1692, wherein more than a dozen 
men and women were hung for allegedly 
consorting with the devil. Arthur Miller's 
play was written in the fifties as a reaction 
to McCarthyism. The story follows John 
Proctor (Jerry Franken) and his wife 
Elizabeth (the wonderfully talented 
Jennifer Morehouse) as they struggle to 
maintain their dignity after being accused 
of witchcraft and to come to tenus with 
Proctor's adulterous affair with young 
Abigail Williams (Emma Campbell). The 
Proctors must decide whether to continue 
to deny the accusations or to confess and 
be spared death by implicating others. 

Alas, there are some glaring flaws in 
the production. Most bizarre is the inclu- 



sion of a couple of actors whose horren- 
dous iierformances provoked titters in the 
audience. One actor, who plays the part of 
Marshal Herrick, whose main role in the 
play seems to be that of some sort of crazy 
Puritan bouncer, bumbles around looking 
terribly out of place in a hysterical green 
outfit. On several occasions his lines 
undercut the tension that was being so 
carefully built up. 




"You're next to bum 



The men's costumes were quite extrav- 
agant and in certain cases upstaged the 
actors. One actor was dressed up to look 
like "Rocky Raccoon," as my seatmate 
pointed out. The Puritans in Salem were 
not rich and most likely could not afford 
some of the fancy duds paraded on the 
stage. It seemed as if the costume designer 
wanted lo show off his budget. 

Last on my list of the nitpicky details 
that vexed me during the play is the direc- 
tion of certain scenes. While certain scenes 
bubbled like a cauldron, particularly the 
final jail scene between John and Elisabeth 
Proctor , others were not so riveting. I n one 



of the scenes, eight characters are on stage 
and they stand in a straight line right 
across the front of the stage. It looked as if 
they were about to break into the Can-Can. 

it must be mentioned that there are 
many compelling reasons to go sec this 
play despite its short comings. First of all, 
there is a fine display of young local latent. 
Those who saw Concordia's recent produc- 
tion of A Midsummer Night’s Dream will 
recognise not only two of the actresses 
from that production, hut its director Joel 
Miller playing Giles Corey. There arc sev- 
eral recent National Theatre School grad- 
uates, as well as a few irerfonners who 
were in plays at last year's Montreal Fringe 
Festival. The Centaur Ills often been criti- 
cised in the past for importing too many of 
its actors. It is wonderful to see so much 
local Montreal talent on the stage at once. 

Great performances by James Kidnie 
(Reverend John Hale), Amy Sloan (Mary 
Warren) and Jennifer Morehouse made 
the 3 hour play go by more smoothly. As 
well, Douglas Campbell stole every scene 
he was in ;is the McCarthy-esque deputy 
governor Danforth. His strong presence 
whet my appetite for Vie Gin Game, 
Centaur’s production next month in 
which Campbell stars. 

In many ways, when critics go to see a 
play they are on their own sort of witch- 
hunt. They sit there in the dark ready lo 
l»unce on the first sign of weakness, i 
asked Gordon McCall after the show how 
he deals with bad reviews. "You just have to 
ignore them," he replied. 

Despite its shortcomings, this show 
does not deserve to be burned at the stake. 
Like the protagonist John Proctor, it is sal- 
vaged because its heart is in the right 
place. 

The Crucible plays at the Centaur 
Tlwalre until February ’ Gib. For infor- 
mation, call 288-j 16 1. 



The Third Man - Second Time Around 

Restored print of Hollywood classic should set example for today's films 



by Le’Nise Brothers 

W hen I go to see a film, I usually have 
some idea of what to expect. A nice, 
hearty laugh or somewhat brighter 
views on the mundane day are the 
stock emotional resjxmses. With 'Ibe 
Tbinl Man, I had no idea of what to 
ex|wct. Uninitiated in the world of 
film noir, I walked into the theatre 
with an open mind, knowing that I 
probably wouldn't despise it. Suffice 
to say, 1 walked out of the movie 
stunned. 

In the dilapidated, bombed-out 
setting of post-WWll Vienna, The 
Thin! Man spins out a brilliant tale 
of mystery, betrayal, and survival. 
Under the direction of Carol Reed, this film 
lets unfold a fascinating morality story. 
Joseph Cotten plays Holly Martins, a cyni- 
cal, suspicious writer of pulp Westerns 
thrown in the intrigue and des|>erate 
nature of |X)st-war Europe. He arrives in 
Euro|* as the guest of his childhood friend, 
Harry Lime, only to find him de-ad. Reed 
lets the story tell itself at a strong, even 
pace, with few lags in the action. As in most 



Hollywood movies, there is the typical infamous "cuckoo clock" speech. Watching 

romantic interest, played by Alula Valli. Her Welles on screen, I found myself incsmer- 

part in the film is somewhat ambiguous ized with the character, ilis role comple- 

and could have been more strongly written, ments the work of the other actors, ;is well 

It is safe to say that it is typical for the time, adding that s|xxial effect that makes a film 

not just great, but brilliant. 

Characterized by a contrast 
between the bombed-out expanses 
of Vienna and lush interiors, 
Robert Knisker's cinematography 
contributes to that essential film 
noir feel. What is quite interesting 
is how he intersperses shots of 
stunned, shell-shocked individu- 
als with shots of the landscape to 
reinforce the desolate nature of 
post-WWII Europe. 

Orson Welles : Minx aim at today's Hollywood lÆoking a , The Thml Mmii 
Orson Welles, whose role in the film is released in 1949, from a post-millcnial 



m 



known as a milestone in his career has one 
of the most riveting scenes. The French crit- 
ic Andre Bazin said of Welles, "for the first 
and perhaps only time, this very popular 
character finally found the part that could 
identify him in the public consciousness." It 
is interesting to note that Welles was 
involved in writing one of the most impor- 
tant sections of dialogue in the film, the 



|>erspective, it was without a doubt, entirely 
ahead of its time. From the stunning cine- 
matography and the powerful acting and 
direction, the 50lh anniversary restoration 
of this film is a gem. For the casual movie 
viewer, as well as the consummate film 
buff, this should not be missed. 

The Third Man is now screening at 
Cinema du Parc 








Ads may be placed through the Daily Business 
OHice, Room B-07. University Centre. 9hOO- 
14hOO. Deadline is 14h00, two working days 
prior to publication. McGill Students 4 Staff 
(with valid ID): $4.75 per day, 3 or more consec- 
utive days. S4.25 per day. General Public: 
S6.00 per day. or SS.00 per day for 3 or more 
consecutive days. Extra charges may apply, 
prices include applicable GST or PST Full pay- 
ment should accompany your advertising order 
and may be made in cash or by personal cheque 
(for amounts over S20 only}. For more informa- 
tion. please visit our office or call 398-6790 WE 
CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
PHONE. PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFULLY 
WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE PAPER. The Daily 
assumes no financial responsibility for errors, or 
damages due to errors. Ad will re-appear free of 
charge upon request if information is incorrect 
due to our error. The Daily reserves the right not 
to print any classified ad. 



HELP WANTED 



Managing Editor/Contributing Writer* 
and Editors For National Fashion and 
Lifestyle Magazines. Send c.v. toll free to 
Vertex 1-877-435-7801. Or email: 
vertex@laurcntides.net 



Metropolitan News 866-9227 1109 
Cypress St. Newspapers & magazines load- 
ed with ads for jobs, business, apts, con- 
dos, etc. Needs someone to help at their 
leisure hours. Also student with computer at 
his convenience, Mac literate. 



ssammt 

Wordprocessing + Internet Access. Term 
papers + letter + translation. Word t Excel + 
other at home work, Editing * correcting. 
514-637-1647. 



LESSONS/COURSES 



Master School of 
Bartending 

Bartending and table service courses. 
Student rebate, placement program. 849- 
2828, www.Bartending.com 



Computer Literate bright patient student 
need to help techno-phobic Prof master ner 
computer. Rate negotiable/time flexible. Lv 
message 486-6883. 

Finance Coordinator 

Non-profit, student-based environmental and 
social justice group seeks experienced, bilin- 
gual fmcance coordinator to handle financial 
planning, payroll, and computer bookkeeping 
7-15 hrs/week, $12.85/hr. Bring or send 2 
copies of CV and a cover letter to: Finance 
Coordinator Hiring Committee, QPIRG-McGill, 
3647 University, Montreal, H3A 2B3 by Feb. 
4, 2000, Mor info, details:398-7432. 

WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 



Travel-Teach English. 

5 day/40 hr MTL: July 17-2° OTT. June 
5-9 & Oct 11-15. TESOL teacher cert, 
course (or by corresp.) 1000's of jobs avail- 
able. NOW. Free Info pack, toll free 1-888- 
270-2941. 



Come and Practice your French with franco- 
phones - Bilingual Club 1/2+ 1/2 (450) 465- 
9128 

MOVING/STORAG E 



Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 1 02 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3248 

Students are covered for Eye Exams andqet $75 toward Glasses or 
Contacts with their Healtn Insurance 

One-Day Acuvue • Acuvue 2 • Acuvue Bifocal 
Visual Examination, OHIP Accepted 

Contact Lenses from $80 

Immediate delivery on most prescriptions. 

Glasses in 24 Hours on most prescriptions. 

Special Consideration to Studentsand Staff 



Moving/Storgage. Closed van or truck. 
Local & long distance. Ott-Tor-NY-Fla-7 days, 
24 hours, low rates. Steve 735-8148. 



H 



U 



I N 



ESPACE"; 
HAIRCRAFT 

coiffure 



Seeking French speaking Dancers for 
European Internet service. Serious callers 
only. Various shifts available. 514-591-9558. 

SUMMER CAMP JOBS 

Laurentians, June 27-Aug 16: Swim, Sail, 
Windsurf, Waterski, Canoe, Kayak, Golf, 
Gymnastics, Tennis, Basketball, Football, Wall- 
Climbing, Archery, Roller-Hockey, Baseball, 
Soccer, Arts & Crafts, Pottery, Beadmaking, 
Photography, Drama instructors, plus NURS- 
ING students to assist Camp Doctor. E-MAIL 
resume ronnie@eeneration.net or fax (514) 
481-7863. 

Microbrewery requires part-time person 
to man sample booth in local grocery stores 
Call 2760744 Peter. 

Part-tme bus-boy needed at Biddle's Jazz. Call 
Lydia. 842-8656. 



Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Term papers, resumes, 

applications, transcription of tapes. Editing of 
grammar. 31 years experience. 
S1.25/D.S.P.(same day $ 1 .50) 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 288-9638. 



Word-Processing. Word-Perfect 5.1, Laser 
printer. Fast professional serclce. Resonable 
rates. McGill Ghetto. Brigitte 282-0301. 



Spacious renovated 2 1/2 for rent in NDG 
cottage, close to bus 24, 105, 63 and 
Vendôme station, furnished, lighted and heat- 
ed with garden space, independent entry. Now 
vacant. 360$/m. 4896491/fax 489-5019 or 
k33560@er.uquam.ca 



FOR 



SALE 



Attractive + professional typing services. 
Expert work, ant very reasonable prices. 
Essays/term/ research/thesis/letters/flyers. 
Internet ♦ lax access. 4836374. 



NEED TIME TO RELAX? 

For some spare time while studying, call 
KATHLEEN'S BUSINESS SERVICES lor term 
papers, resumes, reports, etc @ 514-487- 
1750 



Sofa and Chair, dark blue, moveable cushions, 
lyear old, comfy-cozy. Paid $1200.00, re-sale 
$600.00. 514-481-4087. 

SERVICES OFFERED 



English Angst? Writing assistance / cor- 
rections tor university oapers. essays, 
resumes, etc Also typing services. 
Call Lawrence 279-4710. 
Email articulationsin ? Hotmail com 



The Daily. Since 1911. 



273 Milton/Parc 
Montreal 

284 • 9114 



Monday-Wcdnesday 10am-7 pm •Thureday-Friday IOam-9 pm •Saturday I0am-6pm 




Read Slibel. 

Get mad. 
Write letters. 



^Fhe'McG ill Daîly 



Who’s Cleaning the Kittie Litter? 

Girl noise band knows ‘how to rock' for the kids 



by Jason Chow 

R ock bands usually give two types 
of responses in interviews. Either 
they can't slop talking about 
themselves, or they give short answers, 
leaving the journalist with not much to 
work with. 

The girls from Kittie gave the latter. 
But at least what they lack in verbosi- 
ty, they make up for in sheer noise. 

Kittie, a group of late-teen high 
school girls from London, Ontario (they 
refused to disclose their ages: “We don't 
play up on the whole age thing. Just say 
we're in our late teens") remind the lis- 
tener of the good ol' days of when hard- 
core metal was healthy and rosy- 
cheeked. Maintaining the proud heritage 
of Canadian noise rock (a la Shallow, 
North Dakota; Kittens; the Smalls), Kittie 
is the latest addition to a genre that is 
well-known to those misanthropic bitter 
youths who listen to late-night college 
radio stations. 

Four girls. Much screaming. Very 
angry. Heavy guitars. Heavy riffs. Kittie 
plays music for those who like it loud. 
Really loud. 

Kiltie’s sound is harsh. But according 
to the press release, “so is the world they 
live in." Oh yeah. London, Ontario. What 
a horrible place. 

Talking from a cell phone in the 
middle of North Carolina, bassist Talcna 
(no last name - just like Madonna and 
Cher) listened to my droning questions 
and gave tight-lipped responses. It got to 
the point where I was pulling questions 



out of my ass, making my self sound 
stupid, doing anything, to get her talk- 
ing. 

"How do you ‘rock out’?" 

"Ugh. I don't know." Talena muffles 
the receiver on the phone, but I can hear 
her ask the other members of the band. 
"How do we rock out?" She returns to the 
phone: “Ummm....We just play. We play 
our instruments. The music." 

Feeling like an idiot, I reach further 
into my dumb hag of questions and dig 
myself deeper into the Tm-stupid’ hole. 



Their press release, a mail-out 
from a New York PR firm, put a femi- 
nist spin (four young teenage girls 
jilaying a musical genre that lias tradi- 
tionally been exclusively male) even 
though Talena wouldn't lead on to it 
in our interview. 

“People exjiect us to suck, then we 
get on stage and blow them away,” said 
drummer Mercedes Lander in the 
release. "One minute they're just standing 
there, then their mouths drop o|ien and 
their dicks feel small." 




But listening to their album didn’t 
make my dick feel small at all. I wasn't 
intimidated. How could I be? They're 
from London, Ontario. 

Touring with Slipknot, I ask Talena 
of the differences in the hardcore scene 
from its more popular years during the 
mid-1990s. I conjured up my teen mem- 
ories of going to the Boy Scouts Hall with 
all the other metal [leads and wannabe 
punks, feeling the damage to my ears. I 
started remembering the bands named 
Malefaction, 12 Eyes, and all the others 
who never made it further than the Boy 
Scout Halls of the prairies. I recalled all 
the after-show fights I saw between 
drunk guys with long hair who wore 
Metallica t-shirts. 

"They really like it," said Talena. 
“It's different. They’re more violent. But 
that’s not a bad thing." 

The kids these days - they’re defi- 
nitely different. Kiltie's sound isn’t over- 
produced, hut there’s definitely a 
smoother, slick element when compared 
to the earlier hardcore noise hands from 
six years ago. But then again, the bands 
I went to see when I was a kid never 
landed a recording contract with Sony. 
And they didn't have PR people working 
for them. And they never sent off media 
kits to dumb wannabe student journal- 
ists like myself. 

Kittie opens (in all-dues show with 
Will Haven and Slipknot Saturday , 
January 29 at the Metropolis, tickets 
are SI 7.50 plus tax and services. 
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We have issues. 

Seventy of them a year, to be 
precise. That's more than any 
other McGill publication. Which 
makes us your best source for 
campus news. 



A F R I C ArN-'Àl 

CONGRESS'CONGRÈS 







FEBRUARY 4-6 FEVRIER 
_ McGILL UNIVERSITY . 

1 Lt.ctti s. i4m, J;;;:. 



Kittie : Not so Jiuffy or cuddly 
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EYE EXAMINATION 



With a contact lens fitting exam you will receive 
FREE pair of disposab e contact lenses and the new 
Complete ALL-IN-ONE solution starter kit. 






ALL-IN-ONE SOLUnON 

1460 Sherbrooke W • (corner Mackay) 

2nd location: 2354 Lucerne Rd. 341-2020 

^Savings include eye examination and complete pair op prescription glasses 



THE UNIVERSITY 
HEALTH PLAN FULLY 
COVERS YOUR EYE 
EXAMINATION 
(VALUE $40) 
ONLY AT: 
MES YEUX TES YEUX 
OPTOMETRISTS. 



GLASSES 



GET $175 OFF 
PURCHASE OF 
PRESCRIPTION 
GLASSES WITH YOUR 
UNIVERSITY HEALTH 
PLAN ONLY AT: 
MES YEUX TES YEUX 
OPTOMETRISTS. 



COME VISIT US OR CALL US FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT 





